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people, I express our condolences to the fam-
ilies of the victims, to Turkey’s Jewish com-
munity, and to all the people of the Turkish 
Republic.

Statement on the Announcement of a 
Bipartisan Agreement on Medicare 
Legislation 
November 15, 2003

The bipartisan Medicare agreement an-
nounced today by leaders in Congress rep-
resents a significant achievement in our Na-
tion’s efforts to provide affordable prescrip-
tion drug coverage for our seniors. Seniors 
have waited a long time for help in paying 
for prescription drugs, and I am pleased that 
we are now on the verge of providing them 
with the help they need and the health care 
choices they deserve. This bipartisan agree-
ment is the most significant improvement in 
senior health care coverage in nearly 40 
years. I applaud the hard work and the lead-
ership from both sides of the aisle, and I urge 
the Congress to pass this legislation soon so 
I can sign it into law.

Remarks on Arrival From Camp 
David, Maryland, and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
November 16, 2003

The President. Thank you. Today I spent 
some time in prayer for our service men and 
women who are in harm’s way. I prayed for 
their families. I prayed for those who are still 
in harm’s way, whether it be American troops 
or coalition troops. 

The sacrifice that our folks are making in 
Iraq will serve our Nation’s interests in the 
short term and long term. It’s best to defeat 
the terrorists in Iraq so we don’t have to de-
feat them here. As well a free and stable Iraq, 
in the heart of a part of the world where 
there is frustration and anger, where the re-
cruiters of hatred are able to find terrorists—
a free Iraq will be a transforming event. And 
I appreciate the families who are making the 
sacrifices along with our troops. 

As well in Iraq, it was a tough week, but 
we made progress toward a sovereign and 

free Iraq. The Iraqi Governing Council has 
laid out a timetable for the transfer of sov-
ereignty. We’re pleased with that timetable. 
We think it makes sense. On the one hand, 
the politics is moving on; on the other hand, 
we’re going to stay tough and deal with the 
terrorists. 

I also talked to Prime Minister Erdogan 
over the weekend, expressed our deep con-
dolences for the senseless death caused by 
bombings in Turkey. He assured me that he 
would fight the terrorists and bring the ter-
rorists to justice. I told him we would help, 
and we’re grateful. But it’s just a reminder 
that the war on terror takes place on different 
fronts. 

At home, I am pleased with the progress 
made on the energy bill and on Medicare. 
I want to thank the leaders in the House and 
the Senate for coming together on two im-
portant pieces of legislation. On Medicare, 
it looks like there’s agreement in principle 
to provide our seniors with a modern Medi-
care plan, and that’s very positive news. I 
urge the Members of the House and the Sen-
ate to take a look at it, vote it, and get it 
to my desk as soon as possible. And I’m 
pleased that we’re finally developing a na-
tional energy plan. So we’re making good 
progress on the domestic front here at home. 

Let me answer a couple of questions. 

Saddam Hussein Audiotape 
Q. Can you comment on the latest tape, 

reportedly from Saddam Hussein, that’s 
being aired now? 

The President. I haven’t seen the spe-
cifics. I suspect it’s the same old stuff. You 
know, it’s propaganda. We’re not leaving 
until the job is done, pure and simple. A free 
and peaceful Iraq will be a historic event. 
And I’m sure he would like to see us leave, 
if, in fact, it’s his voice. And I know that ele-
ments of the Ba’athist Party, those who used 
to torture, maim, and kill in order to stay 
in power, would like to see us leave. We will 
do our job. 

Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 

Helicopter Crash in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, what information do you 

have about the chopper crash——
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